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 The Papou Study Bible is a daily study provided by me to 

help folks explore the depth and joy of the “conneXion” life of God.  It’s my personal study, and is 

not intended as a doctrinal statement or statement of any church or denomination or congregation. It’s 

also my belief that “grace” works, and the servant of God should always want to go deeper.  Multi-

tasking as usual, I’m also calling this the “Papou Study Bible.” I’m writing it as if I were speaking to 

my girls who love me and any descendant they have that love their Papou too. And to anyone who 

wants to consider me a spiritual Dad or “Papou.” I want them to be able to study the Bible with Papou 

(grandpa in Greek) after I’m gone---and if they don’t, I’ll haunt them.  The Scriptures say it’s noble to 

“search the Scriptures daily” to verify truth like the ancient Bereans did (Acts 17:11). My folks came 

from Berea. My incredible Dad (and your grandfather and great grandfather, guys), Vasil Charles 

Valekis taught me to do this like he did---every day until I die. He taught me and everyone I know to 

go to church no matter what and to put God first.  While Mama (Maria Pagona Stratakis Valekis) 

never really did this, she made sure we listened to Daddy on this one.  She would have hit us with a 

spatula or frying pan or worse if we didn’t.   This is a simple sharing my “daily search.”  And I’d like to think it is  a 

continuation of God’s life through my Dad through me.  Both my “Dads” by the way.  And a way to honor him, 

mama and our loving “Dad”---God.  And for all of us to be together, in Spirit, even when we I join them in heaven.  

I like to use the Blue Letter literal, very “visual,” Greek translation a lot to help “visualize” these truths 

the beautiful way Greek enables you to view.    And I like to share 

this with folks serving in an elder capacity, or any capacity, to grow 

them, challenge them, and stretch them.  But especially share it 

with anyone I’ve ever brought to Christ and family members who 

truly love me. And when you study these, I’ll make sure to connect 

with you from heaven. Ever an orthodox Greek, Jim Valekis   
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 Colossians 1:27 (King James Version) 
27

To whom God would make known what is the riches 

of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which 

is Christ in you, the hope of glory 
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Jonah  Introduction Part       

So I’ve exhausted the comparison between Elijah/Elisha and Jonah. It actually 

was a fun rabbit trail. 

But now it’s time to move on. It’s likely the book was composed in the same 

prophetic circles that the stories of Elijah/Elisha derived from. And now there 

are other things to consider. 

Is this story a parable, or a factual account of an actual event, or a little of both? 

The NIV approach is to treat it as factual, but to not rule out the implications of 

the literary devices made possible by parables.  

Let’s continue our intense focus on God’s word “From the Ground Up.”  

                                                 
1
 NOT TO BE REPRODUCED OR UPLOADED TO WEB WITHOUT EXPRESS PERMISSION OF AUTHOR. 



The NIV study bible continues with this next statement. 

For a number of reasons, including the preaching to Gentiles, the book is often 

assigned a post-exilic date. 

Comment: “Post-exilic” means a date after the exile of Israel from Samaria. 

Here’s one source about the exile with a couple of biblical quotes. 

The original Twelve Tribes of Israel had split into two kingdoms. Two tribes 

comprising "Judah" were in the south, and the ten tribes of "Israel" were in the 

north. The Ten Northern Tribes were entirely taken away by the Assyrians to 

places in northern Mesopotamia, to the Caucasus area and to eastern Iran.  The 

Bible says that, "The King of Assyria took Samaria, and carried Israel away into 

Assyria, and placed them in Hala, and in Habor, and in the cities of the Medes" (2-

Kings 17;6). The Bible also mentions "Hara" (1-Chronicles 5; 26) in eastern Iran as 

a place of exile.2 

2 Kings 17:6 1 Chronicles 5:26 
6 In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of 

Assyria captured Samaria and 

deported the Israelites to Assyria. He 

settled them in Halah, in Gozan on the 

Habor River and in the towns of the 

Medes. 

26 So the God of Israel stirred up the 

spirit of Pul king of Assyria (that is, Tiglath-

Pileser king of Assyria), who took the 

Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe 

of Manasseh into exile. He took them to 

Halah, Habor, Hara and the river of Gozan, 

where they are to this day. 

Here is a historical corroboration of at least part of this exile. 

Assyrian cuneiform states that 27,290 captives were taken from Samaria,[4] the capital of the 
Northern Kingdom of Israel, by the hand of Sargon II. 

Sargon records his first campaign on the walls of the royal palace at Dur-Sharrukin (Khorsabad): 

In my first year of reign *** the people of Samaria *** to the number of 27,290 ... I carried away. 

Fifty chariots for my royal equipment I selected. The city I rebuilt. I made it greater than it was 
before. 
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 Exile of the Israelites (britam.org) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assyrian_captivity#cite_note-Luckenbill-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Israel_(Samaria)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sargon_II
https://www.britam.org/exile.html


People of the lands I had conquered I settled therein. My official (Tartan) I placed over them as 
governor. (L.ii.4.)

3
  

Here is a map included in the Wikipedia account4.  

 

See the Addendum at the end of this study for one take on what happened to 

the exiled tribes of Israel. 
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WHAT HAPPENED TO THE LOST 10 TRIBES OF ISRAEL5 

There are many mysteries, legends, and traditions as to what happened to the ten “lost” 

tribes of Israel. One legend says that the ten tribes migrated to Europe (the Danube 

River, they say, got its name from the tribe of Dan). Another legend says the tribes 

migrated all the way to England and that all Anglo-Saxons today are actually Jews—this 

is a teaching of the heretical British Israelism. A surprising number of groups around 

the world claim to have descended from the “lost” tribes: there are people in India, 

Nigeria, Ethiopia, Pakistan, Afghanistan, and North America who all claim such ancestry. 

Other theories equate the Japanese or the American Indians with the ten “lost” tribes of 

Israel. 

 

The truth is that the “lost tribes of Israel” were never really lost. Many of the Jews who 

remained in the land after the Assyrian conquest re-united with Judah in the south (2 

Chronicles 34:6–9).  

2 Chronicles 34:6-9 

New International Version 

6 In the towns of Manasseh, Ephraim and Simeon, as far as Naphtali, and in the ruins 

around them, 7 he tore down the altars and the Asherah poles and crushed the idols to 

powder and cut to pieces all the incense altars throughout Israel. Then he went back to 

Jerusalem. 

8 In the eighteenth year of Josiah’s reign, to purify the land and the temple, he sent 

Shaphan son of Azaliah and Maaseiah the ruler of the city, with Joah son of Joahaz, the 

recorder, to repair the temple of the LORD his God. 

9 They went to Hilkiah the high priest and gave him the money that had been brought 

into the temple of God, which the Levites who were the gatekeepers had collected from 

the people of Manasseh, Ephraim and the entire remnant of Israel and from all the 

people of Judah and Benjamin and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 
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 What happened to the lost tribes of Israel? | GotQuestions.org 
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Josiah reigned 640-609 B.C.E., almost a 100 years after the deportation. So this 

shows many of the Israelites were still in the defeated nation of Israel. The article 

continues that 

. . .when King Cyrus allowed the Israelites to return to Israel (Ezra 1), many (from all 

twelve tribes) returned to Israel to rebuild their homeland. . .In the Gospels, the 

prophetess Anna (Luke 2:36) was from the tribe of Asher (one of the ten supposedly 

lost tribes). . . Paul, who knows he is from the tribe of 

Benjamin (Romans 11:1), speaks of “the promise our 

twelve tribes are hoping to see fulfilled as they earnestly 

serve God day and night” (Acts 26:7)—note the present 

tense.  

Back to the Introduction to the book of Jonah. 

. . .the book must have been written before the destruction 

of Nineveh in 612 BC.   

The questioned is raised about the proclaiming of God’s 

Word to the Gentiles prior to this destruction. Other 

biblical accounts show that both Elijah and Elisha had 

extended ministries to foreign lands. 

1 Kings 17:7-24 

New International Version 

Elijah and the Widow at Zarephath 

7 Some time later the brook dried up because there had been no rain in the land. 8 Then 

the word of the LORD came to him: 9 “Go at once to Zarephath in the region of Sidon 

and stay there. I have directed a widow there to supply you with food.” 10 So he went to 

Zarephath. When he came to the town gate, a widow was there gathering sticks. He 

called to her and asked, “Would you bring me a little water in a jar so I may have a 

drink?” 11 As she was going to get it, he called, “And bring me, please, a piece of bread.” 

Luke 2:36 

New International Version 

 

36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the 

daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. 

She was very old; she had lived with her 

husband seven years after her marriage, 

 

Romans 11:1 

New International Version 

 

The Remnant of Israel 

11 I ask then: Did God reject his people? 

By no means! I am an Israelite myself, a 

descendant of Abraham, from the tribe of 

Benjamin. 

 

Acts 26:7 

New International Version 

 

7 This is the promise our twelve tribes are 

hoping to see fulfilled as they earnestly 

serve God day and night. King Agrippa, it is 

because of this hope that these Jews are 

accusing me. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ezra%201
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%202.36
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2011.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2026.7


12 “As surely as the LORD your God lives,” she replied, “I don’t have any bread—only a 

handful of flour in a jar and a little olive oil in a jug. I am gathering a few sticks to take 

home and make a meal for myself and my son, that we may eat it—and die.” 

13 Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid. Go home and do as you have said. But first make a 

small loaf of bread for me from what you have and bring it to me, and then make 

something for yourself and your son. 14 For this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: 

‘The jar of flour will not be used up and the jug of oil will not run dry until the day 

the LORD sends rain on the land.’” 

15 She went away and did as Elijah had told her. So there was food every day for Elijah 

and for the woman and her family. 16 For the jar of flour was not used up and the jug of 

oil did not run dry, in keeping with the word of the LORD spoken by Elijah. 

17 Some time later the son of the woman who owned the house became ill. He grew 

worse and worse, and finally stopped breathing. 18 She said to Elijah, “What do you have 

against me, man of God? Did you come to remind me of my sin and kill my son?” 

19 “Give me your son,” Elijah replied. He took him from her arms, carried him to the 

upper room where he was staying, and laid him on his bed. 20 Then he cried out to 

the LORD, “LORD my God, have you brought tragedy even on this widow I am staying 

with, by causing her son to die?” 21 Then he stretched himself out on the boy three times 

and cried out to the LORD, “LORD my God, let this boy’s life return to him!” 

22 The LORD heard Elijah’s cry, and the boy’s life returned to him, and he lived. 23 Elijah 

picked up the child and carried him down from the room into the house. He gave him to 

his mother and said, “Look, your son is alive!” 

24 Then the woman said to Elijah, “Now I know that you are a man of God and that the 

word of the LORD from your mouth is the truth.” 



2 Kings 8:7 

New International Version 

Hazael Murders Ben-Hadad 

7 Elisha went to Damascus, and Ben-Hadad king of Aram was ill. When the king was told, 

“The man of God has come all the way up here,” 8 he said to Hazael, “Take a gift with 

you and go to meet the man of God. Consult the LORD through him; ask him, ‘Will I 

recover from this illness?’” 

9 Hazael went to meet Elisha, taking with him as a gift forty camel-loads of all the finest 

wares of Damascus. He went in and stood before him, and said, “Your son Ben-Hadad 

king of Aram has sent me to ask, ‘Will I recover from this illness?’” 

10 Elisha answered, “Go and say to him, ‘You will certainly recover.’ Nevertheless,  

the LORD has revealed to me that he will in fact die.” 11 He stared at him with a fixed gaze 

until Hazael was embarrassed. Then the man of God began to weep. 

12 “Why is my lord weeping?” asked Hazael. 

“Because I know the harm you will do to the Israelites,” he answered. “You will set fire to 

their fortified places, kill their young men with the sword, dash their little children to the 

ground, and rip open their pregnant women.” 

13 Hazael said, “How could your servant, a mere dog, accomplish such a 

feat?”“The LORD has shown me that you will become king of Aram,” answered Elisha. 

14 Then Hazael left Elisha and returned to his master. When Ben-Hadad asked, “What did 

Elisha say to you?” Hazael replied, “He told me that you would certainly recover.” 15 But 

the next day he took a thick cloth, soaked it in water and spread it over the king’s face, 

so that he died. Then Hazael succeeded him as king. 

This, and things we recently read in Amos that showed God’s word to the 

nations show his prophets did indeed go to the nations. The NIV place Jonah at 

about the third quarter of the eighth century (fall was 722-721 B.C.) 


