graceWORKS ! GOING DEEPER' The Papou Study Bible is a daily study provided by me to
help folks explore the depth and joy of the “conneXion” life of God. It’s my personal study, and is
not intended as a doctrinal statement or statement of any church or denomination or congregation. It’s
also my belief that “grace” works, and the servant of God should always want to go deeper. Multi-
tasking as usual, I’'m also calling this the “Papou Study Bible.” I'm writing it as if T were speaking to
my girls who love me and any descendant they have that love their Papou too. And to anyone who
wants to consider me a spiritual Dad or “Papou.” | want them to be able to study the Bible with Papou
(grandpa in Greek) after I’'m gone---and if they don’t, I’ll haunt them. The Scriptures say it’s noble to
“search the Scriptures daily” to verify truth like the ancient Bereans did (Acts 17:11). My folks came
from Berea. My incredible Dad (and your grandfather and great grandfather, guys), Vasil Charles
Valekis taught me to do this like he did---every day until | die. He taught me and everyone | know to
go to church no matter what and to put God first. While Mama (Maria Pagona Stratakis Valekis)
never really did this, she made sure we listened to Daddy on this one. She would have hit us with a
spatula or frying pan or worse if we didn’t. This is a simple sharing my “daily search.” And I’d like to think it is a
continuation of God’s life through my Dad through me. Both my “Dads” by the way. And a way to honor him,
mama and our loving “Dad”---God. And for all of us to be together, in Spirit, even when we | join them in heaven.

I like to use the Blue Letter literal, very “visual,” Greek translation a lot to help “visualize” these truths the beautiful
way Greek enables you to view. And I like to share this with folks serving in an elder capacity, or
any capacity, to grow them, challenge them, and stretch them. But
especially share it with anyone I’ve ever brought to Christ and

family members who truly love me. And when you study these, I’11
make sure to connect with you from heaven. Ever an orthodox

Greek, Jim Valekis
ChristNY ouSiS

Colossians 1:27 (King James Version)
2"To whom God would make known what is the riches
of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which

is Christ in you, the hope of glory

graceWORKS! GOING DEEPER

Daniel 2 Part 2°

So .. .the Ruler of Babylon made some impossible requests. Daniel responded
with wisdom, tact, and prayer. God enabled him to do the impossible. | like

especially what Daniel said in this part of the chapter:20 and said:*“Praise be to the
name of God for ever and ever; wisdom and power are his. 21 He changes times and

seasons; he deposes kings and raises up others. He gives wisdom to the wise  and knowledge
to the discerning. 22 He reveals deep and hidden things;  he knows what lies in

darkness,  and light dwells with him.

I'll pick up there, and saunter through those phrases, and then continue.

Enjoy!

! NOT TO BE REPRODUCED OR UPLOADED TO WEB WITHOUT EXPRESS PERMISSION OF AUTHOR.

? New International Version (NIV) Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011
by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. (Author’s note: This translation, and the source
for many of the study notes that accompany it, are taken from The NIV Study Bible, Copyright 1985,1995, 2002,
2008, 2011 . These notes are referenced throughout and paraphrased frequently in the notes.)



19 During the night the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision. Then Daniel praised the God
of heaven 20 and said:

Daniel’s perception of God and ability to articulate it was so profound, so evolved, so lucid.

“Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever; wisdom and power are his.

21 He changes times and seasons;
“altering the eras and stated times”

he deposes kings and raises up others.

“causing Kings to pass and causing kings to rise”

*And he said to them, “Pay
He gives wisdom to the wise attention to what you hear.
By the measure you use, it
will be measured to you—
and more will be added to
you. Mark 4

I like this Scripture. It makes me think of Jesus’ words about
listening to His parables.

and knowledge to the discerning.
22 He reveals deep and hidden things; he knows what lies in darkness, and light dwells with
him.

23 | thank and praise you, God of my ancestors:
You have given me wisdom and power,

you have made known to me what we asked of you,
you have made known to us the dream of the king.”

So knowledge is power. And also, for what it’s worth, when you live in digital and spiritual
Babylon,

Here’s what Daniel shared.

Daniel Interprets the Dream

#Then Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to execute the
wise men of Babylon, and said to him, "Do not execute the wise men of
Babylon. Take me to the king, and I will interpret his dream for him.”



#Arioch took Daniel to the king at once and said, "I have found a man
among the exiles from Judah who can tell the king what his dream means.”

*The king asked Daniel (also called Belteshazzar), “Are you able to tell me
what I saw in my dream and interpret it?”

“’Daniel replied, "No wise man, enchanter, magician or diviner can explain to
the king the mystery he has asked about, *but there is a God in heaven who
reveals mysteries. He has shown King Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in
days to come. Your dream and the visions that passed through your mind as
you were lying in bed are these:

»#“As Your Majesty was lying there, your mind turned to things to come, and
the revealer of mysteries showed you what is going to happen.

God is the Revealer of mysteries. So cool!

®As for me, this mystery has been revealed to me, not because I have
greater wisdom than anyone else alive, but so that Your Majesty may know
the interpretation and that you may understand what went through your
mind.

Daniel is saying---God did this just for you, Nebuchadnezzar.
Consider this! God did this just for Nebuchadnezzar. He did it so he
could understand. And Nebuchadnezzar didn’t even worship God.
God cared about Nebuchadnezzar.

#"Your Majesty looked, and there before you stood a large statue—an
enormous, dazzling statue, awesome in appearance. *The head of the statue
was made of pure gold, its chest and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of
bronze, #its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of baked

clay. *While you were watching, a rock was cut out, but not by human
hands. It struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay and

smashed them. *Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold
were all broken to pieces and became like chaff on a threshing floor in the
summer. The wind swept them away without leaving a trace. But the rock
that struck the statue became a huge mountain and filled the whole earth.

*"“This was the dream, and now we will interpret it to the king. *Your
Majesty, you are the king of kings. The God of heaven has given you



dominion and power and might and glory; *in your hands he has placed all
mankind and the beasts of the field and the birds in the sky. Wherever they
live, he has made you ruler over them all. You are that head of gold.

®“After you, another kingdom will arise, inferior to yours. Next, a third
kingdom, one of bronze, will rule over the whole earth. “Finally, there will be
a fourth kingdom, strong as iron—for iron breaks and smashes everything—
and as iron breaks things to pieces, so it will crush and break all the

others. “Just as you saw that the feet and toes were partly of baked clay
and partly of iron, so this will be a divided kingdom; yet it will have some of
the strength of iron in it, even as you saw iron mixed with clay. “As the toes
were partly iron and partly clay, so this kingdom will be partly strong and
partly brittle. “And just as you saw the iron mixed with baked clay, so the
people will be a mixture and will not remain united, any more than iron
mixes with clay.

So here is what the NIV study bible says: The gold head represents
the Neo-Babylonian Empire; the silver chest and arms the Medo-
Persian Empire established b Crus in 539 BC (the date of the fall of
Babylon); the bronze belly and thighs the Greek Empire established
b Alexander the Great c. 330; the iron legs and feet the Roman
Empire. The toes are understood by some to represent a later
confederation of states occupying the territory formerly controlled
by the Roman Empire. The diminishing value of the metals from gold
to silver to bronze to iron represents te decreasing power an
dgrander of the rulers of the successive empires, from the absolute
despotism of Nebuchadnezzar to the democratic system of checks
and balances that characterized the Roman senates and assemblies.
The metals also symbolize a growing degree of toughness and
endurance with each successive empire lasting longer than the
preceding one.

““In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that
will never be destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. It will crush all
those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will itself endure

forever. ®This is the meaning of the vision of the rock cut out of a mountain,



but not by human hands—a rock that broke the iron, the bronze, the clay,
the silver and the gold to pieces.

The Rock obviously is Christ. uke 20:18 New International
Version (NIV)

®Everyone who falls on that
stone will be broken to
pieces; anyone on whom it
“Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell prostrate before falls will be crushed.”
Daniel and paid him honor and ordered that an

“The great God has shown the king what will take
place in the future. The dream is true and its
interpretation is trustworthy.”

offering and incense be presented to him. “The
king said to Daniel, “Surely your God is the God of gods and the Lord of
kings and a revealer of mysteries, for you were able to reveal this mystery.”

One thing I failed to mention earlier was that beginning in verse 4
and all the way through Daniel 7 the language Aramaic, is used.
This was the common language of the day, and it was written so that
all the Gentile world could understand the message. God wants to
communicate and share His life with all!

“Then the king placed Daniel in a high position and lavished many gifts on
him. He made him ruler over the entire province of Babylon and placed him
in charge of all its wise men. *Moreover, at Daniel’s request the king
appointed Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego administrators over the
province of Babylon, while Daniel himself remained at the royal court.

Wow. From death and ruin to being at the top of the power
structure---employed by a man who would one day destroy your
God’s temple. A little tact and discretion go a long way!

Footnotes:

a. Daniel 2:2 Or Chaldeans; also in verses 4, 5 and 10

b. Daniel 2:3 Or was

c. Daniel 2:4 At this point the Hebrew text has in Aramaic, indicating that the text from here
through the end of chapter 7 is in Aramaic.
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